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Material Curiosity by Design:

Evelyn & Jerome Ackerman
with Porfirio Gutiérrez, Jolie Ngo, & Vince Skelly

November 15, 2025 — May 10, 2026

Evelyn Ackerman, Flower Garden, 1958, glass tesserae tiles. Photo by Dario Diovisalvi, courtesy of Billings Auction.

LOS ANGELES—- Material Curiosity by Design explores the prolific careers of midcentury designers Evelyn and Jerome
Ackerman in dialogue with select works by three contemporary artists. Celebrated for their vibrant contributions to
California modernism, the Ackermans partnered for decades on bold designs that brought warmth to midcentury
interiors. Showcasing their ceramic, textile, mosaic, wood, and metal creations alongside new works by Porfirio
Gutiérrez, Jolie Ngo, and Vince Skelly, this exhibition sparks a dynamic conversation about materials, innovation, and
craft.

Born and trained in Detroit, Michigan, the Ackermans moved to Los Angeles, California, in the early 1950s, where they
set up their studio. The duo epitomized the designer-craftsperson ethos, bridging their studio art training with efforts
to scale production for broader markets. Over fifty years, they designed a diverse body of work ranging from colorful
mosaics and wall hangings to graceful ceramics and wood carvings. Featuring final products along with

preparatory materials—many of which will be shown for the first time—this exhibition offers intimate explorations of
the Ackermans’ techniques in different media. It invites visitors to consider the interplay between design concepts and
material sensitivity that underpinned the couple’s success.

At Craft Contemporary, the Ackermans’ creative practice is presented in relation to that of a new generation of
California-based artists who engage deeply with a single material. Recent works by Gutiérrez, Ngo, and Skelly
expand the exhibition’s investigation of the relationship between art and making. Bringing together historical and
contemporary voices, Material Curiosity by Design illuminates the ongoing appeal of attending closely to medium in
craft practices.

This exhibition is curated by Danielle Charlap and designed by Gary Wexler Design.
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Evelyn Ackerman, Morning Dove, 1966, wool.
Photo by Dan Chavkin, courtesy of Pointed Leaf
Press.

Vince Skelly, Bowl/, 2025, white oak. Photo by
Justin Chung.

Porfirio Gutiérrez, Sombra, 2024, indigo and
cochineal insect dye on wool. Seasonal Imprint:
September and March, 2023. Photo courtesy of
the artist.

A new 256-page book, Evelyn and
Jerome Ackerman: California Mid-
Century Designers (Pointed Leaf
Press), will accompany the exhibition.
In addition, the museum will offer a
full schedule of public programs and
interactive workshops.

As part of Material Curiosity by
Design, Craft Contemporary’s
Maker-in-Residence program will
transform the second floor into a
studio, gallery, and creative work-
space. Exhibiting artist Vince Skelly
(February 11— March 8, 2026) will
share his creative process through
sketches, wall sculptures, mosaics,
and experimental works in wood,
while mosaic arts non-profit Piece
by Piece (November 15, 2025 —
February 8, 2026) will invite visitors
to contribute to a collaborative
mosaic artwork.

This exhibition is supported, in part,
by The Pasadena Art Alliance, William
B. Stern Revocable Trust, CB2, Rago /
Wright, Heritage Auctions, The Los
Angeles County Board of Supervisors
through the Department of Arts and
Culture, and The Julius Bernard
Kester Trust.
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“Material Curiosity by
Design reflects our deep
commitment to celebrat-
ing the intersections of
tradition, innovation, and
material exploration,”
said Rody N. Lopez,
Executive Director of
Craft Contemporary.
“We are honored to
revisit the work of Evelyn
and Jerome Ackerman,
whose designs have a
place in our institution’s
story, and to present
their legacy in dialogue
with contemporary
artists. This exhibition
embodies our history
and mission to champion
craft as a vital and
evolving art form.”
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Jolie Ngo, Floor Lamp in Glow Stick,
2025, ceramic, glaze, bronze, and
PETG plastic. Photo by Logan
Jackson, courtesy of the artist and
R & Company.



Craft Contemporary

5814 Wilshire Boulevard FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Los Angeles, CA 90036 August 28, 2025

CONTACT
Sherry Chen
sherry@craftcontemporary.org

Celebrate Material Curiosity by Design: Evelyn & Jerome Ackerman with Porfirio Gutiérrez, Jolie Ngo, & Vince Skelly with
engaging, multigenerational programming. This suite of workshops and drop-ins will emphasize the use of natural
materials and sustainable, upcycled creations. Program highlights include workshops on found object mosaics, stained
glass mobiles, upcycled lamps, build-your-own midcentury modern chairs, miniature felt puppets, experimental
weaving, and ceramics that focus on technique and exploration.

Additional programs connected to the exhibition will be announced as we approach the opening date. Please check
back regularly at craftcontemporary.org/programs for the latest updates.

PRESS PREVIEW
Saturday, November 15
5:00 pm —6:00 pm

*Click here to RSVP

OPENING RECEPTION
Saturday, November 15
6:00 pm —9:00 pm

$9 / Free for members

*Click here to RSVP

MEET THE CURATOR:

PRIVATE WALKTHROUGH
OF MATERIAL CURIOSITY

BY DESIGN
Sunday, November 16
1:00 pm - 3:00 pm

*Click here to RSVP

Join us for an exclusive first look at Craft Contemporary’s new exhibition Material
Curiosity by Design: Evelyn & Jerome Ackerman with Porfirio Gutiérrez, Jolie Ngo, &
Vince Skelly. Press attendees are invited to stay afterward for the public opening
reception that evening.

Join us for the opening reception of Craft Contemporary's latest exhibition Material
Curiosity by Design: Evelyn & Jerome Ackerman with Porfirio Gutiérrez, Jolie Ngo,

& Vince Skelly. Featuring the vibrant designs of the Ackermans in dialogue with
works by the three contemporary artists, the exhibition showcases ceramics,
textiles, mosaics, wood, and metal, sparking a dynamic conversation about
materials, innovation, and craft. Explore the new exhibition, meet the artists and
curator, and enjoy refreshments in the museum's courtyard.

RSVP is appreciated.

Join exhibition curator Danielle Charlap for an intimate walkthrough of Material
Curiosity by Design: Evelyn & Jerome Ackerman with Porfirio Gutiérrez, Jolie Ngo, &
Vince Skelly, now on view at Craft Contemporary.

Featuring the vibrant designs of the Ackermans in dialogue with works by three
contemporary artists, the exhibition showcases ceramics, textiles, mosaics, wood,
and metal, sparking a dynamic conversation about materials, innovation, and craft.

This private walkthrough is open to exhibition supporters, artist guests, press, and
Director's Circle, Curator's Circle, and Artist's Circle members. Light refreshments
will be provided. RSVP is appreciated.


https://events.humanitix.com/press-preview-material-curiosity-by-design-evelyn-and-jerome-ackerman
https://events.humanitix.com/opening-reception-material-curiosity-by-design-evelyn-and-jerome-ackerman
https://events.humanitix.com/private-walkthrough-material-curiosity-by-design-evelyn-and-jerome-ackerman

5814 Wilshire Boul d FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Craft Contemporary Tos dmacles, CA 60086 August2s, 2075
CONTACT

Sherry Chen
sherry@craftcontemporary.org

Craft Contemporary is an art museum whose purpose is to reveal the potential of craft to educate, captivate, provoke,
and empower. Craft Contemporary achieves its mission by exhibiting the artists of our time who favor craft materials
and processes. We give a voice to local, emerging, and mid-career artists whose works are often overlooked. The
museum strives to achieve equitable access through free and low-cost programs, and the inclusion of multiple teach-
ing artists from communities throughout Los Angeles who offer unique art-making workshops, K-12 school programs,
senior adult workshops, and art talks. For more information, visit www.craftcontemporary.org.

LOCATION: 5814 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90036

ADMISSION: $9 for adults; $7 for students, teachers, seniors; free for Craft Contemporary members; FREE admission
every Sunday

HOURS: Monday — Tuesday: Closed
Wednesday - Sunday: 11am — 5 pm

First Thursday every month: 12 — 8 pm

ARTISTS’ BIOGRAPHIES

Evelyn Ackerman (1924-2012) and Jerome Ackerman (1920-2019) were midcentury designer-craftspeople who met
and trained in Detroit before establishing their joint practice in Los Angeles. Jerome earned his MFA at Alfred
University in New York, and Evelyn earned hers at Wayne University. Together, the Ackermans helped shape the
distinctive aesthetic of California midcentury modernism. Their more than fifty-year personal and professional partner-
ship produced an extensive catalogue of designs across media, including ceramics, textiles, mosaics, wood, and metal.

Porfirio Gutiérrez (b. 1974) is an artist born and raised in the richly historic Zapotec weaving community of Teotitlan
del Valle in Oaxaca, Mexico. His work revitalizes and reinterprets ancestral techniques and materials through an
expanding practice that includes geometric minimalist weaving, sculptural fiber arts, needle felting, and performance.

Jolie Ngo (b. 1996) melds technology and handcraft in her 3D-printed ceramic vessels. Designing her works on a
computer, she uses under-glaze airbrushing to play with the striations of machine-extruded ceramics and dresses her
works with hand embellishments, resisting easy categorization.

Vince Skelly (b. 1987) carves wood with a chainsaw through an improvisational approach responsive to the medium’s
idiosyncrasies. Using sustainably sourced wood from California and the Pacific Northwest, he creates entire works
from a single piece, accentuating the unique characteristics and powerful solidity of the material.

Danielle Charlap is a curator and art historian whose work focuses on the intersections of design, craft, and everyday
life. She holds a PhD in Art History from the University of Southern California and an MA in Decorative Arts, Design
History, and Material Culture from the Bard Graduate Center.



